Bernard Gordon "Spike" Woods
August 16, 1944 - January 9, 2019

Bernard Gordon "Spike" Woods, born August 16, 1944, passed away at the age of 74 on
January 9, 2019 surrounded by members of his amazing family after having lived with
cancer for 24 years - he was the definition of mind over matter.
Spike was a lifelong learner, voracious reader and crossword puzzle master. He was
athletically gifted in his younger years, playing, coaching and refereeing everything from
hockey to softball to golf. His storytelling required the patience of the listener, who was
richly rewarded with not only the main story but context few can weave together as well as
he did. He taught history and geography in Inver Grove Heights until his retirement. Spike
was an artist, leaving us with a trove of drawings and a published book about his
hometown of Ranier, one of the great loves of his life. Spike was the most loyal of friends,
and he will be missed not just by humans, but by the numerous Ranier dogs he befriended
over the years.
Spike is survived by his daughters: Jenny (Dave Antila), Jill and Molly (Terence Hull). He
was the third of 12 kids born to Ed Sr. and Marvel "Dode" Woods who preceded him in
death as well as the eldest brother Sam Woods. Spike is survived by 10 sisters and
brothers and their spouses: Ruthie Allen, Betsy & Richard Lorre, Connie Prince, Pam &
John Wenberg, Mary Ann & Wayne Kasich, Laurie & Andy Hedlund, Paula & Scott Smith,
Ed & Naomi Woods, Fred Woods (Diane), Barry "Woody" & LeeAnne Woods; dozens of
nieces and nephews; and many dear friends. His daughters are grateful for their extensive
family who supported him (and them) over the years and visited or were with him in the
last difficult days.
The family also wishes to extend deep gratitude for the compassionate care and love
Spike received at Rainy Lake Medical Center. It was invaluable for his loved ones to know
he was in such good hands.
Spike's life will be celebrated as he requested, by sharing stories, and possibly golf cart
rides, on September 1 at the Ranier Community Building (time TBA).

In lieu of flowers or memorials, we suggest supporting education in International Falls by
donating to the Bronco Kids Fund, Wishing Willow (helping teachers with supplies),
Bronco's Kids Closet, the public library or any charity of your choosing.

Comments

“

To Woody, Leeann and all the Woods family. Sorry to hear of your brother's passing.
Our thoughts and prayers are with all of you at this sad time. Wayne and Pam
Barnes.

Pamela Barnes - January 12 at 10:42 AM

“

Very sad to hear about Spike leaving us too early! Always will be remembered as
one of those individuals that everyone wanted to know. God Bless you Spike!
Mike Taschuk

Mike Taschuk - January 12 at 09:53 AM

“

A wonderful friend and fascinating person. Don Larson

don larson - January 11 at 11:41 AM

“

Patriciai Virden Jones lit a candle in memory of Bernard Gordon "Spike" Woods

Patriciai Virden Jones - January 11 at 11:36 AM

“

Dear Woods Family, Bernie was one of my favorite Bronco hockey players, everyone who
knew him then realized just how wonderful he was as a hero, fabulous athlete, and just an
all around nice guy. I am sorry I have not seen him for years. I was so sad when I heard
Sam passed; now it is even more agonizing. I am so sorry for your additional loss. My
prayers and thoughts are with you all. Not just me but everyone I knew felt the same way
and had a special kinship with Bernie. We shared hero worship, pride , adoration, and truly
appreciated Bernie and the 1962 Broncos. The entire team was exciting, but Bernie always
showed that extra vitality and drive. He was a outgoing, friendly, and wonderful fellow, and
now I found out his life's career was as an educator, how wonderful! Rest in Peace Bernie.
Perhaps you, Huffer, Jim Thompson, and Bobby John can get a game going; my brothers
and I will always cherish those days. Patti Virden Jones

Patriciai Virden Jones - January 11 at 11:58 AM

“

Marilyn Phillips lit a candle in memory of Bernard Gordon "Spike" Woods

Marilyn Phillips - January 11 at 09:58 AM

“

My heart was so heavy at the news of Spikes death. It’s the end of an era. Spike and
his yellow golf cart rolling by all the spots in Ranier is something I will miss. Mac
loved him and Spike gave him a second home after all of us kids got busy and went
off to college. It felt like he was an extension of our family because of that. Some of
my favorite memories include his stories of Ranier. His drawings are up in my house
and his contributions to sharing Ranier history and “old Ranier” drawings was
something I was always greatful he was able to share. Thanks Spike. I will always
remember you and I enjoyed our friendship so much.

Jennifer Lahmayer - January 11 at 01:11 AM

“

Sad to say goodbye to Spike who knew and shared more about Ranier's history and
folks than I can remember. His book with sketches is a lasting treasure!
Tara. Rainy Lake Inn at Tara's Wharf historically owned by John Erickson, Arden
Barnes, and Jim Cowgill. All are gone. Spike's drawing and stories remain. New
memories are being made.

Tara Nelson - January 10 at 08:13 PM

“

Cheryl Knutson lit a candle in memory of Bernard Gordon "Spike" Woods

Cheryl Knutson - January 10 at 07:13 PM

“

Renee Radford lit a candle in memory of Bernard Gordon "Spike" Woods

Renee Radford - January 10 at 07:12 PM

“

Dave Antila lit a candle in memory of Bernard Gordon "Spike" Woods

Dave Antila - January 10 at 05:46 PM

“

To all of the Woods family, I am so sorry to hear of your loss. I have known Spike all
my life, having grown up in Ranier and being friends with all of the kids. There are so
many wonderful stories of those times and Spike loved telling them. Ranier will
change with his absence. Please know that you are all in my prayers and I send
virtual hugs to each of you. Becky Larsen-Griffin

Rebecca Larsen-Griffin - January 10 at 05:27 PM

“

Spike will be missed. We enjoyed seeing him around Ranier and occasionally visiting
with him, and we also enjoyed his drawings and his book. To the family, we are so
sorry for your loss. You are in our thoughts and prayers.
Mary and Pat Hogan

Mary Hogan - January 10 at 04:22 PM

“

I would see a spike at the loony bin in the mornings when I live there having coffee
with all the guys I loved hearing his stories every once in a while I would run into him
in liquor store and would sit and visit and have a beer I will miss seeing him around
rainier

mary robb - January 10 at 04:04 PM

“

Jan Budris lit a candle in memory of Bernard Gordon "Spike" Woods

Jan Budris - January 10 at 03:53 PM

“
“
“

So sad to hear the news. What a wonderful fellow, he will be missed in Rainer.
Rick Holen,Anne Holen - January 10 at 05:00 PM

So sorry to hear about the loss of your brother
mary Lucca Mulally - January 11 at 02:31 PM

I didn't know Bernie very well in high school. But at our 50th high school reunion we spent a
couple hours talking and listening to each other on a variety of topics - mainly education
and politics and our life experiences. After that, we kept in touch by letter and phone and I
came to appreciate him for his humor, intelligence and thoughtfulness as well as his
wonderful artistic ability. I, too, have his Rainier postcards and his book and will cherish
them as well as my memories of him. Rest in peace, dear friend. Marcia Holbrook Lynch
Marcia Cipriani - February 01 at 02:26 PM

