Donna Jyleen Hodel
August 14, 1929 - March 17, 2020

It is with great sadness that we must announce the passing of our dear mother Donna
Jyleen Hodel.
Having lived a very full and wonderful life, she died peacefully at Good Samaritan SocietyNorthwinds Assisted Living on Tuesday, March 17, 2020.
Born in International Falls, Minnesota, she was the second daughter of Elmer “Papa” and
Norma Johnson on August 14, 1929. Donna attended schools in International Falls and
graduated in 1947.
In August of 1947 she started her career as an accountant for the Koochiching County
Highway Department. Little did anyone know that she would be employed there for
seventy-one years! Donna loved her job and all the wonderful people she worked with
over the years.
In 1948 she fell in love with Robert “Bob” Hodel and they were married on July 23. It was a
marriage made in heaven. Three boys were blessed to have Donna and Bob as their
loving parents.
Donna was always a very congenial, compassionate, and cooperative (“flexible” as she
called it) person.
Donna was a gift. God gave Mom and Dad the world so that two people might have loving
children. They did more than love us – they inspired us. They taught us that the most
important things in life by the way they lived their lives.
Donna was completely overwhelmed and overjoyed that over 300 people attended her
combination 90th birthday and retirement party last summer. She was worried that hardly
anyone would show up!

Donna was preceded in death by her mother, Norma; her father, Elmer; her loving
husband, Bob; and her sister, Patty.
Donna is survived by Tom and Lyn Hodel of Soldotna, AK, Tim and Tasha Hodel of Libby,
MT, Randy and JoJean Hodel of Anoka, MN; along with five grandchildren, and five greatgrandchildren.
On Donna’s behalf, her sons would like to thank her physician Dr. Stone for his constant
care and compassion, friends and family members that spent countless hours visiting her,
sitting with her, running errands for her, and just spending time with her during the past
few months. Also a special thank you to the staff at Good Samaritan Society that were
always there for her. They have been awesome!
For those who may want to give something for Donna her choices were Zion Lutheran
Church and the Backus Community center were two places she donated much of her
time.
Cards are appreciated; can be sent to Tom Hodel PO Box 1781 Soldotna Ak. 99669, Tim
Hodel 594 Florence Rd Libby MT 59923, or Randy Hodel 21861 Woodbine St. Anoka Mn
55303.
A Celebration of Life will be held at a later date.

Comments

“

Julie Rae Frank lit a candle in memory of Donna Jyleen Hodel

Julie Rae Frank - May 14 at 02:11 PM

“

Tom and Lyn, both of you and your family are in my heart, thoughts, and prayers at
this difficult time.
Judith (Kukuk) Alexander

JUDITH ALEXANDER - March 26 at 02:26 PM

“

I am very sorry for your loss. Love, Kathy Thureen

kathy thureen - March 24 at 12:33 PM

“

So sorry for your lose Tom

mary sirois - March 23 at 08:51 PM

“

The party that you put on for your mom's 90th birthday was a beautiful living tribute
to her. She cherished the memory and proudly showed off the awesome album with
all the pictures. Leo, Sherry and I were grateful that we had good visits with her the
week before. Donna loved life and hugs! She was always smiling. but she missed
Bob so much, and now she's up there hugging him!with him. We miss her.

Phyllis Karsnia - March 23 at 08:04 PM

“

Donna was able to combine the qualities of a quiet, ladylike person with longevity in
her professional and personal life. She set a high standard that few achieve. We
were honored to join her at worship on Sunday mornings by sitting a few pews ahead
of her in Zion's sanctuary. Donna will be missed by us and many others. Liz and Dick
Forsythe

Elizabeth and Richard Forsythe - March 22 at 10:17 AM

“

Our thoughts and prayers go out to Tom, Tim, Randy and their families. I just spoke
with Donna a little over a week ago and she sounded like her wonderful sharp and
spunky self. We will miss her dearly. So many great memories of over 55 years with
her, the boys and Bob. We love you.
Kim Usiak

Kim Usiak - March 19 at 10:33 PM

“

From the boys,
Thank you so much for all nice notes and memories posted. We would like to give
some special thanks to Robin Hilfer, Gail Rognerud, the Mitchell and Peterson
families, Doug and Marlys, Walt and Cindy, Bruce Stavseth, and many close friends
that mom always spoke of that we didn't have the pleasure of meeting.
There are not words to express the care given to her by the caring staff at Good
Sam's and the hospice team. Mom expressed every day how "kind" they all were to
her.
Given the events of the current world we have decided to hold one more party for
her, hopefully this summer at the Ranier hall like last years' retirement/birthday party.
Thank you for sharing so much of your life with Donna.

The Hodel boys
Randy Hodel - March 19 at 02:49 PM

“

Our most sincere sympathies to Donna's family and friends. Donna was just the
BEST. We love her and we will miss her tremendously.

Tammy Sullivan - March 19 at 11:23 AM

“

Donna will be missed by everyone who ever enjoyed "coffee time" at the Annex. I
hope that the old jukebox in the basement will once again play... even her "favorite"
Richie Valens tune... Such a dear heart and so dedicated to her boys. She always
tried to brighten everyone's day. She will be missed by so many.

Dave Kunath - March 19 at 09:09 AM

“

She was best neighbor to have. Will miss that smile.

Steve Stone - March 18 at 04:50 PM

“

So sorry to hear this...Donna was,a wonderful woman...kind to everyone and smiling
every time I'd see her. Heartfelt sympathy and hugs to all of you.

Pam Hultman Riggs - March 18 at 03:34 PM

“

Jacque Smith lit a candle in memory of Donna Jyleen Hodel

Jacque Smith - March 18 at 12:58 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear of the passing of Donna what a wonderful person she was...
She always had a smile on her face and was friendly to everyone she sure will be
missed

Darlene Tomczak - March 18 at 12:49 PM

“

To Donna's Family and Friend's and to her Zion Lutheran family,

Donna, was a part of my life for year's as my neighbor on the Anchorage Road,
Rainy Lake, and as a member of Zion Lutheran Church. She was a good example of
hard working, kind friend, a good Christian, and an all around good person who loved
her fellow man. She volunteered hour's to her church in Ladies Circle Groups,
donating for funerals, and giving her time whenever needed. She was a blessing of
kindness and friendship. When I returned to the Falls, from Montana, I sat directly
behind her and Gail, until she moved to assisted living at Good Samaritan. She
worked hard for the County Crew and only retired recently. She was amazing and
such a kind friend. She always had something positive to say, always. I shall miss
you Donna. You leave me longing for one last visit at Zion Lutheran. You will be
dearly missed by myself, Bonnie Culbertson, your Zion Lutheran Family, your former
neighbors on the Anchorage Road, your precious family, and your many friends. You
Are My Sunshine.

Jan Anderson Budris
Caswell, Maine

Jan Budris - March 18 at 12:39 PM

“

What a beautiful and amazing woman Donna was. She will keep everyone in heaven
up to date and keeping active. Treasure the positive memories she left with us.
Sara Kennedy

Sara Kennedy - March 18 at 10:41 AM

“

Donna was such a sweet, pleasant lady and an inspiration to her constituents in the
Minnesota County Highway Accountants Association. Donna was hired by the
Koochiching County Highway Department in 1947. MCHAA recognized her in 1997
for 50 years of service. She received the Governor’s Award in 2017 for 70 years of
service before retiring toward the end of 2018. Her retirement was well-deserved but
short. God Bless the memory of Donna Hodel. - Gloria Winkler, MCHAA Historian

Gloria Winkler - March 18 at 10:31 AM

“

On behalf of the Minnesota Counties Highway Accountants Association, we send our
deepest sympathy to Donna's family.

Tracey Worzala - March 18 at 10:23 AM

“

Tracey Worzala lit a candle in memory of Donna Jyleen Hodel

Tracey Worzala - March 18 at 10:20 AM

“

Val Long lit a candle in memory of Donna Jyleen Hodel

Val Long - March 18 at 09:08 AM

“

A beautiful women inside and out, who always looked like a million bucks! My Mom
Lou and I send our deepest condolences to Donna's family.

Kathy fisher - March 18 at 06:34 AM

“

Such a wonderful person! I was blessed to of had her touch my life in many special
ways. Thinking of the family as you go through this difficult time.

Kallie Briggs - March 18 at 06:24 AM

“

Such a beautiful graceful lady. My condolences to you.
Donita Ettestad

Donita - March 18 at 01:08 AM

“

Donna was a sweetheart! When I was helping with her vacuuming I started going
there shortly before she’d be home from work. It was so we could have a drink
together. Many fond memories shared on those days. My warmest thought I for her
today is
that she is back with the love of her life....

Joanne Harris - March 17 at 11:33 PM

“

Donna Ysen lit a candle in memory of Donna Jyleen Hodel

Donna Ysen - March 17 at 11:08 PM

“

Sorry to read of Donna's passing. it was a pleasure to have known her and she rated
right up there as a very special person. Rest in Peace Donna.

Tom Doris - March 17 at 10:26 PM

“

Mrs. Hodel was one of the best ladies I’ve ever known. Tim and Tom and all her
family were lucky to have her.

Nancy & Terry Harala - March 17 at 08:47 PM

“

Deepest condolences to Donna's Family. Such a Beautiful and dear lady.

barb ness - March 17 at 07:54 PM

“

So sorry you lost your mom boys she was a real gem

mary ann robb - March 17 at 07:13 PM

“

So sorry for your loss she was a wonderful lady missed seeing her when I was back
at Assissted living she was always a great lady and easy to talk too she will be
missed

Roxanne Helgeson - March 17 at 07:06 PM

“

Roxanne Helgeson lit a candle in memory of Donna Jyleen Hodel

Roxanne Helgeson - March 17 at 07:03 PM

“

Kathy Ellsworth lit a candle in memory of Donna Jyleen Hodel

Kathy Ellsworth - March 17 at 06:35 PM

“

You were such a sweet, nice lady Donna, you will be greatly missed. Condolences to
all the family.
Beth DeLack

Beth DeLack - March 17 at 06:06 PM

“

Elsie Korpi lit a candle in memory of Donna Jyleen Hodel

Elsie Korpi - March 17 at 05:51 PM

“

Donna was one sweetheart of a lady...always greeted you with a smile & a hug!!! Will miss
her!!! Condolences to all of her family!
Elsie Korpi - March 17 at 05:56 PM

“

Barbara Strand lit a candle in memory of Donna Jyleen Hodel

Barbara Strand - March 17 at 05:12 PM

“

Our heart is so heavy. I just loved her. Talked to her a week ago and fond memories
of our time together.
Bruce and Teresa Ness

Teresa J. Ness - March 17 at 05:08 PM

“

Going to miss seeing her smiling face on Sunday mornings. What a gem she was as
always had a smile everytime I saw and talked with her. Am sad she is gone but she
will be in a good place.

Cathy Lucca - March 17 at 05:03 PM

“

Penny Harris lit a candle in memory of Donna Jyleen Hodel

Penny Harris - March 17 at 04:27 PM

“

Our neighbor and friend!
" God gave us memories so that we might have roses in December" Our thoughts
and prayers are with you boys and families.

Kathie Koranda Nesland - March 17 at 04:11 PM

“

Loved going to visit her office when she worked at the county. Such a sweet lady!
She will be missed greatly.

Hannah Smith - March 17 at 04:08 PM

“

Danny Harris lit a candle in memory of Donna Jyleen Hodel

Danny harris - March 17 at 04:01 PM

“

Sweet sweet Donna...we will miss seeing you out and about.
Jerry & Martha

Jerry & Martha Karsnia - March 17 at 03:59 PM

“

Tom,Tim, and Randy, so sorry on the loss of your mother. She was such a
sweetheart and will be missed..Our condolences to you.

Ed & Joan Baron - March 17 at 03:04 PM

“

Pat & Rick DeBenedet lit a candle in memory of Donna Jyleen Hodel

Pat & Rick DeBenedet - March 17 at 02:31 PM

“

Wendy Ginter sent a virtual gift in memory of Donna Jyleen Hodel

Wendy Ginter - March 17 at 02:08 PM

“

Cheryl Knutson lit a candle in memory of Donna Jyleen Hodel

Cheryl Knutson - March 17 at 01:01 PM

