Francis William Einarson
September 27, 1927 - May 10, 2019

Francis William Einarson, 91, of International Falls, Minnesota, died Friday, May 10, 2019
at Chris Jensen Rehab Center in Duluth, MN.
He was born on September 27, 1927 in Middle River, MN to parents, James T. and Ellen
R. Einarson.
Francis grew up in Middle River and graduated from Middle River High School in 1945.
Francis served in the U.S. Army from 1946 -1947.
On April 14, 1951, Francis married Joyce Lucille Napper, and together they had five
children, Twila “Pia”, Franella “Piper”, Francis James, Tucky, and Thor.
Francis had a lifelong fascination with aviation. He took his first air ride in 1939, and
learned to fly after the war.
When the International Falls Airport operation came up for sale in 1948, Francis and his
brother Jim, bought the property and its business. Together with his parents, James and
Ellen, and his brother Jim, they founded Einarson Bros. Flying Service. They ran the FBO
offering flight-training, fuel, maintenance and sightseeing over the North Country. He flew
many humanitarian missions in the wilderness, aided the University of Minnesota’s cosmic
ray research program and lobbied the State and Federal governments to improve
International Falls Airport. Through his efforts the Falls International Airport grew from a
small 3000 foot runway to a first class International Airport with scheduled airline service.
Francis conducted many search and rescue operations and pioneered early air
ambulance service to Northern Minnesota and Ontario. He flew many lifesaving air
ambulance trips, and in 1970 he installed an incubator to transport premature infants.
Francis logged over 40,000 hours of flight time over the years.

He truly touched countless lives in his lifetime and is highly regarded by many.
In 1998 Francis was proudly inducted into the Minnesota Aviation Hall of Fame.
Francis was preceded in death by his parents, James and Ellen; and his brother, James A.
Einarson.
He is survived by his wife, Joyce L. Einarson; children, Twila L. (Harley) Peterson,
Franella M. Einarson, Francis J. (Mary) Einarson, Tucky J. Dill, Thor W. (Karina) Einarson;
seven grandchildren, Ariel Mio, Jonathan Mio, Elizabeth Einarson, Drake Dill (and fiancé
Whitney Mostad), Anna (Tim) Wilcox, Amanda Rognerud, Taylor Rognerud; four greatgrandchildren, Westley, Benjamin, Elaine, and Juliet Wilcox.
Visitation will be at Green Larsen Mortuary on Thursday, May 16, 2019 from 5:00 p.m. to
7:00 p.m.
Funeral Services with full military rites will be conducted at the Evangelical Covenant
Church on Friday, May 17, 2019 at 11:00 a.m.
Interment will be at Forest Hill Cemetery following a luncheon in the Family Life Center.
A Francis W. Einarson Scholarship Fund at Rainy River Community College will be
established for students interested in aviation. Memorials may be directed care of Francis
J. Einarson, 16157 70th Avenue North, Maple Grove, MN 55311.
Memorials also preferred to the Salvation Army, 1301 3rd Ave, International Falls, MN
56649, the International Falls Public Library, 750 4th St, International Falls, MN 56649.
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Comments

“

Condolences to the Einarson family. Francis was always there to help the Sheriff's
Department whenever needed. He was such a gentleman and always a joy to talk
with. He will be missed.

Brian & Cindy Youso - May 22 at 02:02 PM

“

Mr. Einarson taught me to fly in the mid 1960’s. I would ride my bike over from Fort
Frances to INL, often with a pot of Malkin’s, for my time in what was then a near new
150. There were times when my paper route money would not cover my weekly hour
and Francis was always willing to find a way to make it work. Recently, when landing
a client’s Falcon 7x in some rough conditions the man asked me where I learned to
“fly like that” and I told him about my experience with Francis at INL and what a
wonderful person this man was….. he was an amazing teacher who conveyed his
infectious love for aviation to most anyone who was around him. He was a generous
and giving person who set a high standard for empathy, integrity and patience. He
touched my life in more ways than just a flying instructor and he clearly made the
world a better place. May you rest in peace.

Derek Cathcart - May 21 at 09:27 AM

“

Rebecca Chavez lit a candle in memory of Francis William Einarson

Rebecca Chavez - May 19 at 01:51 AM

“

So sorry about your dad Pia and family.
Fond memories of him, what a wonderful guy.

Kathy Turnquist Hughes - May 17 at 07:15 AM

“

Francis was a legend in Intl Falls,whenever I did electrical work at the airport for the
city he would tell me great work and it made you feel good.I got my first airplane ride
from him, my first malkins jam, he had the BEST stories.Francis thank you so much
for what you did for me and my family! I will cherish the memories!

Mike Holden - May 16 at 08:34 PM

“

I took flying lessons with him back in 1971 He gave me my first severe crosswind landing
instrucion He made it look so easy
I also used to bring him pails I’d honey from a farmer friend who had bees
RIP
nickolas noga - May 16 at 08:51 PM

“

Simply Happy Kalanchoe Plant was purchased for the family of Francis William
Einarson.

May 16 at 08:13 PM

“

My condolences to Thor and his family. I Have fond memories of time spent with
Francis . Sorry for your loss. Geno Hart

Gene Hart - May 16 at 08:06 PM

“

Cheryl Bowman lit a candle in memory of Francis William Einarson

Cheryl Bowman - May 16 at 07:50 PM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Francis William Einarson.

May 16 at 05:37 PM

“

Francis was a wonderful neighbor and my late Mother Lillian Olson flew many
medical flights with Francis transporting critical patients to Duluth. He was
passionately devoted to helping others and serving the Lord. My condolences a
prayers go out to all the family and friends.

Roger Olson - May 16 at 05:17 PM

“

To the Family ~
May you be blessed with the peace of God, with comfort, love, & laughter in the
gathering of family & friends.
Enthusiasm. Francis shared his enthusiasm for flying, for birds, for Malkin's jam....
Flying over a forest fire, Francis delightedly explained that you can see it, smell it, &
even get a bump out of it! We climbed an airport tower to peek at a nest of young
falcons, drove the runway at sunrise to watch sharp-tail grouse dance, & flew over
eagles' nests & heron colonies. I savor the moments we shared & his contagious
zest for life. Francis was a truly remarkable person, touching life in his unique way,
leaving a trail of memories & smiles.
Honored to have known Francis Einarson,
~ Debby

Debby Bocnuk - May 16 at 03:03 PM

“

To the entire Einarson family, I want to extend my Deepest Sympathy. My husband
Ed and I worked in the International Falls area for several years with our insurance
company and came to know Francis and his family.
We had such fond memories of all the stories we listened to that Francis shared with
us. There are people who come into your life that make an indelible imprint forever.
Francis was just one of those extraordinary individuals.
To Joyce and her children, I want to extend my Deepest Sympathy. I especially
remembered Thor.
Susan Willis
Duluth MN

Susan Willis - May 16 at 01:07 PM

“

3 files added to the album Memories Album

Brad Thornberg - May 16 at 12:26 PM

“

An amazing man, an amazing life! It's hard to know where to begin. I feel blessed to
have known Francis, and flown with him. His eagerness to learn never left his spirit.
Francis was a wealth of knowledge, and how he shared it with so many was also a
gift and good humor. Aviation was just a slice of his vast grasp of how the world
works. A huge inspiration for me and many others that desired to fly.....

Brent Bocnuk - May 16 at 08:18 AM

“

I wanted to express my sympathy to the Einarson family. I met the brothers often
before I went to University. My father was a Canadian customs officer and seemed to
know when interesting planes were in. I would go over with my father and both
brothers would take time to tell me interesting and unique things about the different
planes on the runway. The PBY plane for example with its push/pull prop

arrangement could still fly in weather so bad that seagulls were walking!
They worked hard to make the airport what it is today and to help get planes down
safely in all weather.
May the peace that God alone gives be with you as a family now.
Jim Pattison - May 15 at 08:59 PM

“

Dean and Terry Kennedy purchased the Loving Lilies and Roses Bouquet for the
family of Francis William Einarson.

Dean and Terry Kennedy - May 15 at 05:14 PM

“

Dear Einarson Family,
My sincere sympathy to you during this difficult time. Francis was one of the best and
will be greatly missed. May you all find comfort in the memories you all hold.

Kathy Manka Hultman - May 15 at 04:34 PM

“

Anne Clemmer lit a candle in memory of Francis William Einarson

Anne Clemmer - May 15 at 04:25 PM

“

My sympathy to his family, Dad taught my brothers to fly from the Falls Airport.
Thank you for your wonderful service to upgrade the Airport; & how kind you were to
my Father & Tony when he landed his planes there.
Anne Clemmer(Nee Johnstone)

Anne Clemmer - May 15 at 04:25 PM

“

My dad , Clifford Slowe, was friends with Francis for years. They shared many
memories. Good and bad. I was glad to get a chance to say hello when my dad
passed away. My sincere condolences to the family. Kathy (Slowe)Tyralla

Kathy (Slowe) Tyralla - May 15 at 02:09 PM

“

My sincere condolences to the family.
Francis taught me how to get over my fear and learn to fly. I have always thought of
his strength in uncertain situations in my life and the courage he gave me
I will always remember him when I look up to the skies.
My thoughts are with you
Mickey Ewing
.

Mickey ewing - May 15 at 12:43 PM

“

Mark and Laura Aili and family purchased the Sweet Tranquility Basket for the family
of Francis William Einarson.

Mark and Laura Aili and family - May 15 at 11:56 AM

“

My condolences to the Einarson family. Francis was always there for me and for
anyone else who needed a favor, all you had to do was ask. He had a heart of gold
and I was blessed to know him. A kind and generous man and oh by the way a pretty
good story teller. He will forever be in my heart and in my prayers.
Paul McLaughlin

Paul Mclaughlin - May 15 at 10:08 AM

“

My Uncle Francis, I've always been proud and excited to include my Uncle Francis in
conversation all over the world, especially when aircraft were present. My first flight
was with Uncle Francis. It was great and ALWAYS spoke clearly with detailed
conversation, teaching, mentoring and that pat on the shoulder showing his
compassion. Uncle Francis and Auntie Joyce went out of there way to visit me when
I was in the service, really meant a lot to me! God Bless with our love Auntie Joyce,
Pia, Piper, Franny, Tucky and Thor!

Fred Napper - May 15 at 06:29 AM

“

My sweet uncle. May you rest peacefully. I’ll never forget standing in the dark looking
at the constellations with you. You’d have your hand on my shoulder & we’d pivot
together as you told me of each cluster in the sky. Still today I marvel at your depth of
knowledge. We were so fortunate & proud to call you Uncle. Rest peacefully and
know how much you were loved and admired. Love, Sis

Carolyn Napper Doak - May 15 at 03:15 AM

“

My deepest sympathy to the Einarson family for your loss of such a wonderful man. I
delivered the morning newspaper in the mid 1960's and for some reason, Francis
and I were on the same schedule during the summer months. We would somehow
cross paths near your driveway. Francis would be putting on a pair of flight glasses
and in a deep voice would say, "morning son." He was the epitome of cool, as close
as I ever got to John Wayne. After all these years, it's as clear in my memory now as
ever. May your husband, father and grandfather rest well earned peace.

Kurt Kerry - May 14 at 09:36 PM

“

Simply the kindest man I have ever known, a real loss..

With Kindest Regards
Timothy Roche

tim roche - May 14 at 08:53 PM

“

So sorry to hear about his passing. He was always the most pleasant and upbeat
person to talk to. A vast store of knowledge and history have been lost. Heaven will
be a happier place now that Francis is there.
Wayne Petersen
MnDOT Aeronautics (Ret)

Wayne Petersen - May 14 at 12:34 PM

“

International Falls lost a legend this past week...a family who shared their husband
and father with our community. I had the honor of being his pastor for 19 years...we
have had a number of conversations and shared stories over those years, but none
more precious that his story of personal faith in Jesus Christ as his Savior and Lord.
May the Lord’s richest blessing and His perfect comfort be found in Christ during
these days of loss...”precious in the eyes of the Lord are the death of His saints.”

Larry and Kathy Connors - May 14 at 11:27 AM

“

While the terms legend and icon are overused, Francis was certainly both and oneof-a-kind. I had the good fortune of getting to know him and fly with him on several
occasions. I never met anyone that was as curious about the world around him and
interested in sharing what he learned. He was the consummate teacher and storyteller and always added his sense of humor. He could talk with ease to kids or US
Senators. He touched so many lives throughout the area and was one of our
greatest ambassadors. A life well-lived.
Paul Nevanen

Paul Nevanen - May 14 at 09:55 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Francis William
Einarson Sr..

May 14 at 09:09 AM

“

Thoughts and prayers to family of Francis. I truly believe he is in a better place,
reuniting with many of his old friends and family. Someday we will all meet again.
He and my dad fooled them all when they were young men. Think the picture is still
on the wall in the office. I’ll bet they’re having a good laugh about it all again. One of
my favorite stories. He would smile and giggle every time he told me and enjoyed
telling me as much as I loved hearing it. Love to whole family.
Mike Kochaniuk

Mike Kochaniuk - May 13 at 11:17 PM

“

Mindy, Michele & Beverly purchased the A New Sunrise Spray for the family of
Francis William Einarson Sr..

Mindy, Michele & Beverly - May 13 at 08:39 PM

“

International Falls and the Einarson family lost one of the best men I ever knew and
worked with. He always had a good word and a positive attitude. God bless this
wonderful family at this sad time.

Nancy Thompson Harala - May 13 at 08:03 PM

“

Deepest sympathy to the family. Francis was a wonderful person, words can't
express.

Marla LeMieux - May 13 at 07:53 PM

“

Our sympathies to the Einarson family. What a wonderful man! We had the privilege
of being neighbors for many years. We looked forward to Francis stopping by nearly
daily with stories to tell, always so interesting. We have missed him. We will continue
to miss him, as so many will. Our hearts go out to you all.
Mary and Pat Hogan

Mary Hogan - May 13 at 03:30 PM

“

One of the nicest men I ever had the pleasure to know. A genuinely kind and
generous human being. My sincere sympathy to the whole family. Loved his stories!

Lori Foss - May 13 at 02:16 PM

“

Our dad was welcomed into the Einarson family business at a low point in his life.
Frances welcomed our father with open arms. We will be forever grateful to this fine
man for being there for our Dad. Dad spent his remaining 14 years working and
loving his job at Einarson Brothers Flying Service.. Frances holds a special place in
our heart. Thinking of the Einarson family at this sad time. Love and hugs from fellow
Icelanders Pam Urban, Kathy Fisher, Greg Arason

Thomas and Pamela Urban - May 13 at 01:54 PM

“

Cheryl Bowman lit a candle in memory of Francis William Einarson

Cheryl Bowman - May 13 at 01:34 PM

“

Jeanine and I would like to extend our deepest sympathy to Joyce, and the entire
Einerson Family! We thoroughly enjoyed our friendship with Joyce and Francis as
they spent their winter months in Mesa. It is so very difficult to lose a family member,
and the world of aviation is also suffering with the loss of one of its “legends”. I am
honored to have trained with Francis! Soar high with the angels, “Ole Buddy”! And,
as you always told me, “Just keep the dirty side down”!
Ron and Jeanine Mitchell
MESA AZ

Ron Mitchell - May 13 at 01:08 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Francis William Einarson Sr..

May 13 at 12:18 PM

“

Family friend back in the day, a wonderful guy.
To the family,
Hold your memories close to your hearts. Prayers and sympathies to all of you.
Laurie (Wento) Lightfoot

Laurie Lightfoot - May 13 at 11:31 AM

“

Our sincere condolences to the Einarson family.
Range Regional Airport, Hibbing, MN

Range Regional Airport - May 13 at 11:11 AM

“

Days of Sunshine Bouquet was purchased for the family of Francis William Einarson
Sr..

May 13 at 10:58 AM

“

Francis was a long time neighbor to us at Birch Point, and was always a joy to be
around. Loved his many stories he told us. Our hearts go out to Joyce and the family.

Cheryl Hartje - May 13 at 10:02 AM

“

Francis was a friend, a peer, a mentor, an inspiration and an example of a man I
would like to be like. I have always admired his wisdom, demeanor, disposition,
temperament and his optimistic view of the world. A true gentleman. One of my first
visits with Francis was 1978/79 when the airport runway was closed and the taxiway
was the runway. I had an upcoming corporate flight to land at night with no lights on
that taxiway, just reflectors. I had no experience landing at night with reflectors only
so I called Francis to ask him how to do that. He told me to point the nose towards
the rotating beacon and wait for the landing lights to pick up the reflectors and
remember the trees on the end!
I will forever be grateful to have known Francis, young Francis and Thor. "So here is
the deal baby" (I stole that saying from Thor), Francis will live on inside me forever. I
love that man.
Neil Meyer
St. Cloud, MN

Neil Meyer - May 13 at 09:29 AM

“

Sandy Ohlquist sent a virtual gift in memory of Francis William Einarson

sandy ohlquist - May 13 at 04:59 AM

“

To the Einarson family I remember him coming through the drive through at McDonalds to
get his coffee and every single day he would have tidbits of information he would share
about what he was listening to on his radios..He was a funny sweet man,with tons of things
I learned from him,even on break when I would be outside and he would always stop for a
short chat again with a wealth of knowledge that I learned about planes,and the
community,and the list goes on..RIP Mr Einarson your smile and wealth of memories and
knowledge will be with me always...God bless the Einarson family in this difficult time.
sandy ohlquist - May 13 at 05:04 AM

“

My heart goes out to you, Joyce, Pia, Tucky, Piper, Franny and Thor. We lost a
wonderful man that was part of my and Chuck's life for many years. There wasn't a
topic he couldn't communicate on and always enjoyed his stories. Chuck was his first
pilot to take down to get Francis's commercial license....a windy day and Chuck was
laughing when they got back because the instructor asked if he had "grasshopper
gas" in that plane...it was a windy day. He shall be missed but lets hope that he and
Chuck can get together up there...both will be flying where the angels sing.

Donna LaJambe - May 12 at 09:55 PM

“

Frances taught me everything I know about flying and it turned into a safe and
successful 45 year flying career that I am very thankful for. Doug Bohman

Doug Bohman - May 12 at 07:37 PM

“

Frances was the dearest man! I loved to listen to his stories! When my brother was 5
(now 57) he got hurt and my grandmas farm and Frances flew him and my mom to
Winnipeg! I’m sure Frances will be greatly missed. I’m sure a special dad!!! Sincerely,
Cheryl Hansen

cheryl hansen - May 12 at 07:29 PM

“

The Pilots of Sun Country Airlines purchased the Country Basket Blooms for the
family of Francis William Einarson Sr..

The Pilots of Sun Country Airlines - May 12 at 07:14 PM

“

We would like to share our memories of Francis. He owned property on county road
9 so close to us. We kept an eye on his property, enjoyed our visits when he took a
drive out. During deer season, he stopped and was inquisitive about our deer
season. We shared our hunting season with humor and laughter and shared photos.
What a wonderful man.

Mary Maki-Sapp - May 12 at 06:33 PM

“

Francis was always had a wealth of information he loved to share. My Dad loved
working for the Einarson's, one Icelander to another! I am very sorry for your loss,
this world has loss a true icon!

Kathy Fisher - May 12 at 03:57 PM

“

To the Einarson family. Francis was a kind,funny, hard working,wonderful, generous
man. I was so fortunate to come to know him and his family in my very young
adulthood. He taught me so much. Not just to fly but many many varied skills and
knowledge and appreciation for the natural world and especially for people. He was
always teaching by example. It was a privilege to have known him and my life is
enriched by his influence. May you have landed safely in heaven Francis. One can
only imagine the joyous celebration and reunion with your friends and loved ones.
Thank you Frances for your kindness and generosity and guidance. Rest in peace
dear sir. Dr. Mike Thiele

Dr. Mike Thiele - May 12 at 01:01 PM

“

Joyce and family,
My deepest condolences on the loss of your husband and your father. Francis and
my Dad shared the love of flying and when my Dad couldn’t fly anymore, Francis
would always offer to still take my Dad up whenever he wanted. No matter where you
went in town, Francis always greeted you with a firm handshake, for me it was a hug
and was always concerned about how you were doing. I can just picture Francis and
my Dad tinkering on planes and the reunion they had. As the song goes...What A
Day That Shall Be!!

Jan Miketey - May 11 at 11:51 PM

“

Good friend of my dad many cups of coffee and donuts.

Bill Behrenbrinker - May 11 at 04:44 PM

“

Lori Gielarowski lit a candle in memory of Francis William Einarson

Lori Gielarowski - May 11 at 04:20 PM

“

Joyce and family,
I got to know Frances through church to start with, but even better at Northwinds
Assisted Living. A true gentleman with a great smile and very generous spirit. Could
sit and listen to stories ( all true and amazing experiences of course) for hours! Will
truly be missed.
You are all in my prayers. He's truly flying high now. He will be missed.
Punky Stadum

punky stadum - May 11 at 01:57 PM

“

On behalf of the Einarson Family, thank you, Punky.
Piper Einarson - May 11 at 10:06 PM

“

Barb J lit a candle in memory of Francis William Einarson

Barb J - May 11 at 11:56 AM

“

I'm so sorry that your family faces the loss of Francis. He was a generous man. He
flew me to Rochester to help me pick my dad up when it was determined that there
was no further treatment possible for his mesothelioma. A road trip would have been
long and painful. Of course, he did it for free. He did love to talk and had such
interesting stories. He will be missed.

Karen Stenberg Bruyere - May 11 at 10:51 AM

“
“

“

On behalf of the Einarson Family, thank you, Karen.
Piper Einarson - May 11 at 10:08 PM

Karen, how kind of you to send greetings to our family. Pia
Twila L Peterson - May 12 at 12:51 AM

Our condolences to the Einarson family. Our community has lost a treasure. I will
miss his smiling face and wonderful stories. Fly high Francis. RIP
Joe and Mary Dion

Mary Dion - May 11 at 10:23 AM

“

Linda Nash lit a candle in memory of Francis William Einarson

Linda Nash - May 10 at 08:31 PM

“

An honor and priviledge to spend time with, hear stories and fly with this amazing
man
Laura Manka

Laura Anne manka - May 10 at 08:23 PM

“

A gentleman!!

Barbara Rud - May 10 at 04:51 PM

“

Betty Johnson lit a candle in memory of Francis William Einarson

Betty Johnson - May 10 at 04:02 PM

“

To the Einarson family my condolences to your family. What a WONDERFUL MAN. IN THE
LORDS ARMS. GOD BLESS. BETTY JOHNSON
Betty - May 10 at 04:05 PM

“

“

Betty Betty Betty, thank you dear friend! Pia
Twila L Peterson - May 12 at 12:49 AM

We are so sorry to see that Francis has made his last flight. He was such a treasure
and quite the story teller. He could make the alphabet sound fascinating. I am sure
that he and my dad (Roy Miller) are "up stairs" trading stories.

Shelley & Lanny Johnson - May 10 at 03:58 PM

“

DeWayne Sue Napper lit a candle in memory of Francis William Einarson

DeWayne Sue Napper - May 10 at 03:36 PM

“

Auntie Joyce and family..... our deepest sympathy to you all at this time. May the many
memories and stories carry you through this time.... he was quite the man who we all
enjoyed and learned from.... Love DeWayne and Sue
DeWayne Sue Napper - May 10 at 03:39 PM

“

DeWayne and Sue, on behalf of my mother and the Einarson Family, I think you for your
kind words.
Piper Einarson - May 11 at 10:02 PM

“

sending our deepest sympathy. So very sorry for your loss.

Larieann Schmidt - May 10 at 02:51 PM

“

Dear Piper and family,
I am so very sad to hear that your father passed away today. I really, truly liked and
respected your father. He had a great smile and greeting whenever I saw him-and he
always had positive things to say. Your dad was very generous to the community--always willing to give of his time and resources. May God hold you all and keep you
near during this difficult time.

DeMaris Olson - May 10 at 02:30 PM

“

“

Dee, on behalf of The Einarson Family, I think you for your kind words. Piper
Piper Einarson - May 11 at 09:54 PM

Gary Bigler lit a candle in memory of Francis William Einarson

Gary Bigler - May 10 at 01:51 PM

“

A simply amazing person that I had the privilege to know and serve with on the bank Board
of Directors. He shared hundreds of valuable stores I will remember always, most with a
sense of humor.
Gary Bigler - May 10 at 01:55 PM

“

Gary, on behalf of the Einarson Family, thank you.
Piper Einarson - May 11 at 09:57 PM

