Katie Jane Kochmann
March 14, 2001 - June 11, 2020

Katie Jane Kochmann, age 19 passed away June 11th, 2020 at home under the care of
Fair View Hospice surrounded by family and friends.
Katie was born in Detroit Lakes, MN on March 14th, 2001 to Lillian Crandall.
Katie graduated from Littlefork -Big Falls High School on May 22nd of 2020
Nikki joined the family on December 25th, 2007 and passed with Katie.
Katie was a sweet, easy going, feisty, sassy and at rare times very stubborn individual.
Katie was not one to get very dirty unlike her cousin Emily, when visiting grandma and
grandpa on the farm Emily would trudge through the pastures getting all dirty and Katie
would tip toe around all the mud and muck being as carful as possible not to get dirty.
Katie enjoyed going to dance and girl scouts. She loved to sing and hear people sing
especially her cousin Emily. She looked forward to going to blind camp every year. Katie
and her sister Bethany went 4 times a year and enjoyed the company of their camp
friends. One time, Katie and Bethany pouted all day because they could not go to blind
camp due to a snowstorm.
Katies favorite place to go was to the family cabin in Canada. They spent many joyous
summers at the cabin. Katie loved to build boats with her brother Calvin, Katie and the
family also loved to pick blueberries and would only put one in the bucket and eat a
handful, the buckets never did get very full
When at home Katie and her sister Bethany would go “hunting” especially for Yettis’ they
would always catch the Yetti aka their brother Calvin
One time when hunting they got lost in the woods and scared their dad Steve to death, the
police were called and the cop who arrived had very good hearing and heard the girls. The
cop found them about a quarter mile from home in the woods
Katie would spend many hours listening to magic treehouse, playing with her favorite dolly

Nikki and her many monkeys while watching Disney princess movies, her favorite was
Cinderella.
She began losing her eyesight at the age of 5 and having seizures at the age of 10
However, that did not stop her from reading her favorite books, the magic tree house and
having fun with family and friends.
She learned braille very quickly after starting to lose her sight.
After many years of testing and doctor appointments the reason for her blindness and
seizures she was diagnosed with Battens disease, a rare genetic disease.
Katie is survived by her parents, Lillian Crandall, Steve Thomopoulos and Derek
Kochmann, her brothers, Calvin Thomopoulos and Riley Kochmann, her sisters Kimberly
Thomopoulos and Bethany Kochmann. Her niece Sarrinna and nephew Christopher
Thomopoulos. Her grandparents, Otto and Evelyn Crandall, Jim and Diane Kochmann
and great grandparents, Don and Jane Thompson, Her uncles Clyde Crandall, Jeff (Merri
Lou) Crandall, and Andy Crandall. Her aunts Paulie (John) Neisen, Lindi (Matt) Kulzer,
Julie (David) Loebrick, and Kristy (Bert) Leslie. Sarah (Dave) Markert. Along with 15
cousins. She had a few special friends that will dearly miss her, Emily Leslie, Megan
Splett, and Jacklynne Johnson.
She is preceded in death by her Great grandparents Norbert, Margaret Kochmann,
George, Leola Crandall, and George, Martha Jirik.
Katie will be deeply missed by her family and friends. We hope she is dancing in the sky
and singing in the angels choir.
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Comments

“

Wade And Tanya Kennedy lit a candle in memory of Katie Jane Kochmann

Wade and Tanya Kennedy - June 17, 2020 at 07:14 PM

“

We cherish the memories of you beautiful and precious Katie!
We are so thankful for the memories we were fortunate enough to make with you!
The warmth, spirit, humor, and joy you brought to all around you will never be
forgotten!
Thank you for showing us how to appreciate the simple things in life!!
We love you Katie Jane!! God bless you!
We know you are flying high watching over us all!
Love always, your aunt and uncle, Sarah and Dave, and cousins Max and Jaxson.

Sarah Markert - June 16, 2020 at 10:31 PM

“

Mary Svir lit a candle in memory of Katie Jane Kochmann

Mary Svir - June 16, 2020 at 09:37 PM

“

Katie’s family, I am so saddened to hear of Katie’s passing. She had such a precious
little giggle with the cutest smile. She loved her family and friends dearly and would
not leave them without a hug. What a treasure to have known Katie, but we now
have the dearest angel watching over us from the skies above. She will hugely be
missed.
Sincerely, Sara Kennedy

Sara Kennedy - June 16, 2020 at 08:45 PM

“

Mary And Jim Bigler lit a candle in memory of Katie Jane Kochmann

Mary and Jim Bigler - June 16, 2020 at 06:44 PM

“

So sorry to hear about your loss. Sincere sympathy goes out to your Family during this
difficult time. RIP Katie!
Mary and Jim Bigler - June 16, 2020 at 06:46 PM

“

Deb and I were so sorry to hear about Katie. I wish there were something we could
say or do to take away some of the pain of your loss.
You were both amazing parents. Katie couldn't have asked for two better people and
family members to be with her through the tough times.

Rick and Deb Johnson - June 16, 2020 at 04:47 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Katie Jane Kochmann.

June 16, 2020 at 04:42 PM

“

Working with Katie in the art room was always one of the bright spots in my day. She
was rather fearless when it came to learning new things and self-expression. I
admired that. She was much loved and will be missed by our students and staff. I am
comforted to know she is watching over us now.

Dawn Kruger - June 16, 2020 at 02:38 PM

“

Sorry for your loss I’m glad she enjoyed the Girl Scouts

Laura Manka - June 16, 2020 at 01:33 PM

“

Guiding Light Bouquet was purchased for the family of Katie Jane Kochmann.

June 16, 2020 at 09:20 AM

“

It was a joy and pleasure to teach and mentor Katie in school. I will miss the silly
things we used to say to each other and how she’d giggle at my weird expressions.
I’ll remember running the mile with her, learning Braille together(she was way better
than me!), playing silent ball and learning how to dribble a basketball in gym. I’ll
remember how much she loved to sing and how she never lost her childlike heart.
In our many talks I found out how much she loved her mom, dad, sisters, brother and
Aunties. She also loved her dolls and loved Jesus. I know she’s happy and whole in
heaven today, and I know I will see her again someday.

Ariana Cipriano - June 16, 2020 at 08:48 AM

“

No words take the pain away. I’m so sorry for your loss. I’m always here for your
family. Glad our girls met so many years ago! Katie and Lydia got along so well! And
Larissa and Bethany! Your girls will always have a special place in my heart!

Beth Stein - June 15, 2020 at 08:05 PM

“

Cherished Memories was purchased for the family of Katie Jane Kochmann.

June 15, 2020 at 07:45 PM

“

So sorry for ur loss. It's a shame that her young life ended so short.

Linda Nash - June 15, 2020 at 06:44 PM

“

Prayers to Katie’s family,Katie was beautiful on the inside and out. I will remember
her giggle, rest easy precious one.

Jacie Pearson - June 15, 2020 at 06:31 PM

“

I do not any of you but was touched by Katie’s story. RIP Katie. My condolences to
all her family and friends.

kathleen byman - June 15, 2020 at 03:37 PM

“

Katie you will be missed by Dad. I love you always. Rest in peace katie, You will
always be in my heart you will always be with me I love you Katie Jane

Derek Kochmann - June 15, 2020 at 01:08 PM

“

I love that I was able to move home and help take care of her and see her everyday
to provide her with all the care I had to offer and I love that I had your favorite Disney
movies on hand for you to be able to watch in your room I love you my sister and will
never forget how truly amazing you were

Kimberly Thomopoulos - June 15, 2020 at 10:47 AM

“

Katie was a joy to be around. Her giggle at the adventures of Junie B. Jones and
many other stories will always be cherished memories. Her sweet smile and laugh
will be especially missed.

Angie Heppner - June 15, 2020 at 10:06 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Leif Larsen - June 15, 2020 at 08:42 AM

“

She was also happy and had a smile! She will be missed so much!

Kristy Leslie - June 15, 2020 at 07:51 AM

“

Katie had a heart of gold. She will be missed by all. Prayers to the family.

Kristin Hornbuckle - June 14, 2020 at 06:40 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

S. Diane Kochmann - June 14, 2020 at 08:19 AM

“

Dawn Conlin sent a virtual gift in memory of Katie Jane Kochmann

Dawn Conlin - June 13, 2020 at 10:05 AM

“

Many prayers to Katie’s family. She was a sweet girl, rode my school bus for many
years. Always wanted to sit in front so we could visit. Rest well my dear. Lisa

Lisa Reller - June 13, 2020 at 09:39 AM

“

Anna Kjellgren-Fisher lit a candle in memory of Katie Jane Kochmann

Anna Kjellgren-Fisher - June 12, 2020 at 11:41 PM

“

Kristi Kennedy lit a candle in memory of Katie Jane Kochmann

Kristi Kennedy - June 12, 2020 at 11:07 PM

