Kermit Francis Olson
April 2, 1930 - April 22, 2020

Kermit Olson (90) Aka: Grampa, Uncle Kerm, Timrek Noslo, of International Falls, MN
peacefully passed away of natural causes on Wednesday April 22, 2020 at the Falls
Medical Center.
Kermit was born April 2, 1930, to Melvin and Anna (Connally) Olson in Wahpeton, ND. He
was baptized at St John’s Catholic Church in Wahpeton and was devoted to his faith in
God. Kermit attended school in the Wahpeton school system. He worked numerous jobs,
including shining shoes as a youth in front of his father's store. He remained in the
Wahpeton area until taking a first of many oaths to protect the sovereignty of the United
States by entering and serving the USAF in 1948-1952.
After finishing his service time with the USAF, he returned to his hometown of Wahpeton.
There he met the love of his life, Joan Dettler of Langdon, ND. They entered into marriage
on July 14, 1953. In 1955, Kermit and Joan started to build a family that would not only
cover the 50s and 60s but continued into the 70s., raising 11 children. Yet, not having their
fill, they greeted with open arms, two grandchildren to care for as their own.
Kermit’s family was his most important thing to him in his life. All activities evolved around
the family. The number of times the kids would be out shot in basketball, golf or even out
run down the street in front of the house is countless. He also enjoyed watching others
playing sports and spent a lot of time rooting for the Minnesota professional teams.
Family Vacations began the same way, loading all those kids in one car. His vacations
always included family, which he LOVED. Whether it be traveling to his old stomping
grounds of Wahpeton and Fargo to see his family or to the farm lands of ND to see Joan’s
family, he always welcomed and loved the visits with his extended family members. At
home he enjoyed many different card games, especially cribbage, tv game shows and
crossword puzzles to challenge himself and others. After retiring, Kermit and Joan took to
the road on occasion to make short trips to the casino, which they referred to as fishing, to
play penny slots and have a bite to eat. Most of all, he just loved spending time with his

loving wife Joan and family.
Kermit's work history in the Wahpeton area included working for the railroad, forest service
and as a plumbing assistant to his brother-in-law, Norman King. On May 25, 1955, Kermit
again took an oath to protect our country by entering on duty with the United States
Border Patrol at El Central, CA. There he was introduced to his second family, the family
of the U.S. Border Patrol. During his service with the Border Patrol, he was stationed in
and detailed to work throughout the United States. While stationed in Havre, MT he
decided to transfer within the Immigration and Naturalization Service (I&NS) to Inspections
at the Dunseith, ND Port of Entry in 1965. He remained in Dunseith until accepting a
position in International Falls, MN in 1969. Kermit was later selected to be the Immigration
Inspections Supervisor (Port Director) at International Falls, where he remained until his
retirement, having served 42 years with the US govt. Though retired, he has always kept
the fellow Law Enforcement Officers dear to his heart.
Kermit is preceded in death by his wife, Joan (Dettler) Olson; infant daughter, Carol Ann;
his parents, Melvin and Anna; three brothers, Willie, Jack and Wally; two sisters, Mary and
Valeria (Tootie); and grandson, Ernest Silvers.
Kermit is survived by sons, Barry (Judy), Brian (Joanne), Bradley (Chris), Bernard (Gina),
Brent (Melissa Hielscher), and grandson Christopher (Lindsay) Olson; daughters, Connie
Olson, Cathy Lucca, Carla (Tim Rud), Cindy (Frankie Bahr), Colleen (Shane Fish),
Carolyn (Steve Eilertson), and granddaughter Erin (Donny) McClurg; a total of 30
grandchildren and 24 great-grandchildren.
Interment Service with the immediately family will be at the Forest Hill Cemetery in
International Falls, next to his wife Joan. A celebration of life memorial service with family
and friends will be held at a later date.

Cemetery
Forest Hill Cemetery
Memorial Drive
International Falls, MN, 56649

Comments

“

To Barry and family, my sincere sympathy on the passing of your dad, my thoughts
and prayers are with you. Carey LeBlanc

Carey LeBlanc - May 30, 2020 at 12:04 PM

“

Brian and Bernie and all the Olson family, very sorry for your loss. Seeing your
father's photo it is clear where your smiles and the twinkle in your eyes originated.
May he rest in peace. Glen W. Schroeder

Glen Schroeder - May 03, 2020 at 10:52 AM

“

I am so very sorry for your loss. Your father, grandfather, and uncle was a shining
example of Christianity. I will always remember his kindness and smile. God's peace!

Dianne L Johnson-Smalley - April 30, 2020 at 08:49 AM

“

My condolences to the entire Olson family. Knowing (best) of the extended clan Brian
and Bernard, I'd say , in the great words of Richard Waldo, that he was lovely to look
at, wonderful to know. Not trying to be flippant at this sad a time, but knowing the
characters in and of that family, believe it's entirely appropriate. Again, condolences
from my family to yours.

Joe Stundal - April 29, 2020 at 11:32 PM

“

Barry & family, We are so sorry for the loss of your dad! May God wrap his arms
around you today and the days to come! Take Care, Greg & Shayla Ryberg

Shayla Ryberg - April 28, 2020 at 12:05 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Kermit’s passing. My condolences to the family during this difficult
time.
Ragna Hanson

Ragna Hanson - April 27, 2020 at 04:05 PM

“

I am so sorry for your loss. Kermit was a great guy! Always made you felt welcomed.
My heart and prayers and hugs are with you guys. God Bless.

Patty Silvers - April 27, 2020 at 11:06 AM

“

Annette Watkinson lit a candle in memory of Kermit Francis Olson

Annette Watkinson - April 25, 2020 at 11:36 AM

“

Our prayers and sympathy go out to all of the Olson cousins and their families. Uncle
Kerm was a great guy, always had a smile! Knowing that he has been reunited with
his loved ones in heaven. May the great memories of him bring you peace. Bill and
Lori (Olson) Brown

Lori Brown - April 25, 2020 at 10:12 AM

“

I had the honor of getting to know Kermit and some of his family over the past three
years. He loved the lord and took great pride in his family. I enjoyed the weekly visits
with him, hearing about his life, stories of his work, and living along the creek. He had
a twinkle in his eyes and that smile that I can picture in my mind as I write this:) He
was a sweet man. My heartfelt thoughts and prayers are with each family member.
May he Rest In Peace and reunite with his loved ones.

Karrene Heppner - April 25, 2020 at 07:40 AM

“

Cindy and Frankie- So sorry to hear about your Dad’s passing. Know that we are
holding you in our thoughts and prayers, as always. Twila, Mike, Annie, Mara and
Dani

Twila Sauve - April 24, 2020 at 01:32 PM

“

Jim and Judy King purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of Kermit Francis
Olson.

Jim and Judy King - April 24, 2020 at 11:52 AM

“

What an AWESOME family! We will miss Kermit (and Joan). There were the BEST
Neighbors!!!
I miss sitting out in the porch with them and visiting. L ve & Hugs to all of you.
Cherish your many wonderful memories. With The Hedtke’s - Mike, Denise,
Cooper & Nick

Denise Hedtke - April 23, 2020 at 10:51 PM

“

To the Olson “kids” and their families: So sorry for your loss! Heaven has gained a
truly great guy! I can’t picture him any other way than with a great, big grin! Our
condolences to you all. Chalmer and Lori Dettler

Chalmer and Lori - April 23, 2020 at 09:08 PM

“

Kermit's Family, So sorry for your loss. Kermit always had a ready smile!

Maxine Corrin - April 23, 2020 at 08:30 PM

“

Tony Kupsc lit a candle in memory of Kermit Francis Olson

Tony Kupsc - April 23, 2020 at 08:09 PM

“

Lea Ann Laverdure (Whitbeck) lit a candle in memory of Kermit Francis Olson

Lea Ann Laverdure (Whitbeck) - April 23, 2020 at 07:27 PM

“

“

My thoughts and prayers are with all of you.
Lea Ann Laverdure (Whitbeck) - April 23, 2020 at 07:28 PM

Uncle kerm was not only a loving husband father grandfather brother and all in all a
wonderful man always with the twinkle I. His eye but a smile on his face. Uncle kerm
was also a younger brother so loved by his sister tootsie she had so much love for
this man she often mentioned his long curly hair as a little boy. He now makes the
family whole in heaven Alonso’s with in-laws and his love of his life who prolly not
giving anyone else put their arms around him wanting to make up for the last 8 years
without him. Will miss uncle Kermit so much prayed and hugs to his family
Ev Schmit his favorite niece

Ev Schmit - April 23, 2020 at 06:34 PM

“

Linda Nash lit a candle in memory of Kermit Francis Olson

Linda Nash - April 23, 2020 at 05:02 PM

“

To the entire Olson family. I’m so very sorry for the loss of your father. Sending
(airhugs).

sandy ysen-sundin - April 23, 2020 at 04:28 PM

“

Craig Kalar lit a candle in memory of Kermit Francis Olson

Craig Kalar - April 23, 2020 at 03:39 PM

“

I had the privilege to be his neighbor.
He'll be missed dearly.

Cory Mark - April 23, 2020 at 03:36 PM

“

Mary Lepper lit a candle in memory of Kermit Francis Olson

Mary Lepper - April 23, 2020 at 11:02 AM

“

He will be missed Sorry for your loss

Anne Blair - April 23, 2020 at 10:49 AM

“

Thinking of you all and praying you find comfort in the memories. Your Dad was such
an honorable and good man.

Christi Freeman & Family - April 23, 2020 at 09:30 AM

“

Brian And Cindy Youso lit a candle in memory of Kermit Francis Olson

Brian and Cindy Youso - April 23, 2020 at 09:25 AM

“

Sorry for your loss. Thinking of you guys.

Scott Wilkie - April 23, 2020 at 07:20 AM

“

I am very sorry for your loss. Love, Kathy Thureen

Kathy Thureen - April 22, 2020 at 10:42 PM

“

DeMaris Olson lit a candle in memory of Kermit Francis Olson

DeMaris Olson - April 22, 2020 at 10:24 PM

“

Sara Kennedy lit a candle in memory of Kermit Francis Olson

Sara Kennedy - April 22, 2020 at 10:22 PM

“

Dan Smith lit a candle in memory of Kermit Francis Olson

Dan Smith - April 22, 2020 at 07:27 PM

“

Brian And Debbie Kittelson lit a candle in memory of Kermit Francis Olson

Brian and Debbie Kittelson - April 22, 2020 at 05:06 PM

“

Pat & Rick DeBenedet lit a candle in memory of Kermit Francis Olson

Pat & Rick DeBenedet - April 22, 2020 at 04:56 PM

“

Mary Sirois sent a virtual gift in memory of Kermit Francis Olson

mary sirois - April 22, 2020 at 04:06 PM

“

Barbara Lewis lit a candle in memory of Kermit Francis Olson

Barbara Lewis - April 22, 2020 at 01:50 PM

“

We are both so sorry for the loss of your father. Our hearts are with you all and so is
our Love. We will pray that the Lord will wrap his arms around you all and give you
the comfort that will help you at this time. Love, Jim and Pam

Pam Pearson - April 22, 2020 at 01:22 PM

“

Paula lit a candle in memory of Kermit Francis Olson

Paula - April 22, 2020 at 12:58 PM

“

Connie Hopke lit a candle in memory of Kermit Francis Olson

Connie Hopke - April 22, 2020 at 12:43 PM

“

Carla and Family, I am so very sorry to hear of your Dad's Passing. Please know that you
are in my thoughts and prayers during this difficult time. Connie
Connie Hopke - April 22, 2020 at 12:44 PM

“

Dear Barry and family. Very sad to see this. I hope your Dad's passing was gentle. Wrap
yourselves in all the good memories.
Blessings for all of you now and in the days ahead. Praying for comfort, peace and
understanding. Take care.
The Mike Thiele Family
Michael Thiele - April 23, 2020 at 08:35 AM

“

Our family was so blessed by several "favorite" uncles...and one very special "funniest"
uncle. I can't help but smile whenever I think of him... His sure and certain faith has
reunited him with Joan and the rest of the extended family in heaven, where we will all
meet again. Prayers for all your family.
Marvin King - April 23, 2020 at 08:02 PM

“

Deepest thoughts and Prayers for the entire Olson Family at this most difficult time
Tom Doris - April 23, 2020 at 10:16 PM

