Marria "Mary" Braaten
October 11, 1921 - August 12, 2018

Marria “Mary” Braaten (Puchalsky) passed away peacefully on Sunday, August 12, 2018
with family at her side at the Ranier Roost.
She was born October 11, 1921 in Sundown Manitoba, later moving to Fort Frances,
Ontario with her parents. She attended school in Fort Frances until 8th grade, when her
help was needed in her parent’s bakery. She worked there until her family moved to
Vancouver, BC, where Mary had a job during WWII in the shipyards. In 1946, she returned
to Fort Frances and married Adolph Braaten. They lived in Papermakers Colony, where
they raised their family, including nieces and nephews.
Mary’s interests included being an active member of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and
Ladies Aide. She was an Election Judge for more than 50 years, since her naturalization
as a US Citizen in 1948. She enjoyed her jobs as a housekeeper and did ironing for many,
making lasting friendships with those families.
Mary’s life was one of service, to her Lord, family, friends, neighbors and those who
needed a helping hand. She shared her garden produce & flowers, blueberries she picked
and handmade quilts. Perogies, cabbage rolls and lefse were some of her specialties she
enjoyed sharing. There was always room for one more at her table. In later years, as a
senior volunteer, many were blessed with angel food cake and a visit from Mary.
After Adolph’s retirement, they traveled to see their family. They enjoyed ice fishing on
Lake of the Woods and summer fishing at their cabin on Red Lake, making good friends
along the way. At age 80 and again at 84, Mary traveled to Norway alone, and then with
her daughter Doris, to visit Adolph’s family. One of her favorite places to go was Sundown,
Manitoba to see her Ukrainian family.
Challenges in her life, strengthened her faith. A move to Hampton Court in 2011, from the
home she shared with Adolph for over 50 years, and then to the Ranier Roost in 2013,
until her time of death. Mary shared her steadfast faith and friendship with those she met.

Mary was preceded in death by her husband of 50 years, Adolph, an infant son, her
parents, a brother and a nephew and niece.
Mary is survived by her children Doris (Clay Porter), Allan (Susie) Braaten, John (Linda)
Braaten and Lorraine “Tuddie” (Rod Estling), a sister and a brother. Also surviving are
Mary’s 11 grandchildren, 13 great-grandchildren and many nieces and nephews.
A memorial service will be held on Saturday, August 25, 2018 at 11:00 am at St. Paul
Lutheran Church.
Interment will be at Forest Hill Cemetery.
Peace be to her memory.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be given to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 1324 9th Street,
International Falls, MN, 56649 or the Borderland Humane Society, 1990 Valley Pine Circle,
International Falls, MN 56649.
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Comments

“

Condolences to the family on the loss of your mother and a lovely lady. I remember
her as a good neighbor and "Tuddie" as a friend to my sister to this day. May you be
blessed with memories of her.
Take care,
Jon & Dixie (Frick) Grothe

Dixie Grothe - September 09, 2018 at 06:54 AM

“

Thank you for your kind words, Dixie and our sympathy to you and Diane on the loss of
your sweet Mother!
Susie Brown Braaten - September 12, 2018 at 09:37 PM

“

From sister Anne, brother Bill, Janine & Nancy purchased the Country Basket
Blooms for the family of Marria "Mary" Braaten.

From sister Anne, brother Bill, Janine & Nancy - August 23, 2018 at 12:14 PM

“

Mary was a wonderful lady who always had a smile for you. Have fond memories of
Mary and she was a good friend to my mother, Pauline Hartje. May your faith and
good memories bring you comfort. Thinking of all the family. Pat (Hartje) Ledbetter

Pat (Hartje) Ledbetter - August 21, 2018 at 09:16 PM

“

Thank you for your kind words, Pat!
Susie Braaten - August 22, 2018 at 11:39 AM

“

she was an amazing person from sun up to sun down she make you smile as you
walked into the room she was a amazing person rest in peace mary

samantha - August 17, 2018 at 01:31 AM

“

“

Thank you for your kind words, Samantha!
Susie Braaten - August 17, 2018 at 08:12 AM

Our prayers and sympathy are with your entire family.

Rick & Therese McBride - August 16, 2018 at 10:58 PM

“

“

Thank you, Rick and Therese, for thinking of us!!
Susie Braaten - August 16, 2018 at 11:10 PM

May all of your wonderful memories help you through this difficult time. Keeping you
and your family in our thoughts and prayers.

Bill and Lori Cook - August 16, 2018 at 03:55 PM

“

“

Thank you, Lori and Bill! You’re so thoughtful!!
Susie Braaten - August 16, 2018 at 06:21 PM

Dad was sad to hear about his sister Mary’s passing as he always appreciated her
phone calls and their little Ukrainian chatter then catching up on the local news. I will
miss our phone calls hearing how her family was growing. We laughed at how when I
took her to the airport to return back home after a Toronto visit how the porter would
not let her have her carryon on her lap but had to pay him to carry it for her. We were
watchers of our finances. I know she is dancing and singing in heaven. Love you
aunt Mary.

Nancy Janes - August 16, 2018 at 02:25 PM

“

“

Thank you for your loving memories of Mary, Nancy! Give Uncle Bill hugs from us all!
Susie Braaten - August 16, 2018 at 06:24 PM

Thoughts and Prayers go out to family and loved ones, It sure was a pleasure being
able to know Mary. Your stories and Ukrainian words which usually turned into
laughter will truly be missed. May you rest in peace.

Jamie Niemi - August 16, 2018 at 02:03 PM

“

“

Thank you, Jamie! We’ll all miss her stories! Quite the memory, she had!!
Susie Braaten - August 16, 2018 at 06:27 PM

Mary was my favourite aunt. I appreciated her love of life, family and faith. Her
faithful phone calls to us in BC kept us connected. One of the last times I saw her
was at Bill and Verna's 45th anniversary party in 2009 in Orillia. She tore up the
dance floor! Love you very much Auntie Mary!

Janine Schaefer - August 16, 2018 at 12:20 PM

“

Oh, Janine, these photos are priceless! Thank you for sharing! Please give Auntie Anne a
big hug from all of us!
Susie Braaten - August 16, 2018 at 06:29 PM

“

Such a beautiful person, and such a privilege to have been a small piece of her life.
She was the “Queen Mary”....

John Decker - August 16, 2018 at 09:49 AM

“

“

We so appreciate the loving care you and your staff showed Mary the past 4 years, John!
Susie Braaten - August 16, 2018 at 11:05 AM

Allan and Susie and family, you are in our thoughts and prayers.

jacalyn - August 16, 2018 at 09:17 AM

“
“

“

Jackie and Dave Bendorf
jacalyn - August 16, 2018 at 09:18 AM

Thank you, Jackie and Dave, we so appreciate it!
Susie Braaten - August 16, 2018 at 11:07 AM

I am so sorry to hear of your loss. I had heard so many wonderful things about Mary
working with Susie. My thoughts and prayers are with you at this time.

Cindy Hell - August 15, 2018 at 02:39 PM

“

You’re so sweet to think of us , Cindy! Thank you!
Susie Braaten - August 16, 2018 at 12:15 AM

“

Fairest of All was purchased for the family of Marria "Mary" Braaten.

August 15, 2018 at 01:57 PM

“

4 files added to the album Beautiful memories of Grandma

Donnalee Braaten - August 15, 2018 at 01:21 PM

“

Thank you Donnalee, those pictures are beautiful.
Doris Braaten Porter
Doris Braaten Porter - August 15, 2018 at 01:47 PM

“

“

Thank you for sharing these wonderful pics and memories of Gramma!!
Susie Braaten - August 16, 2018 at 08:00 AM

So very sorry for your loss Mary was a wonderful person and the lefsa queen for
sure.

Donna and Mike Baron - August 15, 2018 at 10:54 AM

“

Thank you, Mike and Donna! Mary has passed her lefsa making skills on to Allan!!
Susie Braaten - August 15, 2018 at 11:11 AM

“

Gary & Dee Bigler lit a candle in memory of Marria "Mary" Braaten

Gary & Dee Bigler - August 15, 2018 at 10:49 AM

“

Thank you for keeping us in your thoughts, Gary and Dee! We appreciate your friendship,
more than you can know!
Susie Braaten - August 15, 2018 at 11:09 AM

“

Patricia Virden Jones lit a candle in memory of Marria "Mary" Braaten

Patricia Virden Jones - August 15, 2018 at 09:41 AM

“

“

Thank you for thinking of Mary and our family!
Susie Braaten - August 15, 2018 at 09:50 AM

John,Linda and families, Mary was such a special person. I am so sorry for your loss.

Susan Congrave - August 15, 2018 at 07:15 AM

“

“

Thank you, Sue, for keeping our family in your thoughts!
Susie Braaten - August 15, 2018 at 09:54 AM

To Mary’s beloved Family,
My memories return of how precious Mary, was to me and my family.
Mary, was family, to all of us.
She really had spunk, energy, a great big caring heart, a wonderful manner and

smile.
I shall miss Mary.
A finer, more caring, person I shall probably never meet. She was my delightful
caring friend for over 55 year’s.
Rest now dear Mary.
With love to all,
Janet

Jan Anderson Budris - August 15, 2018 at 01:34 AM

“

Thank you, Jan, for sharing your memories of Mary! You and your family were special to
her! Thank you for always remembering her with your cards and visits!
Susie Braaten - August 15, 2018 at 09:53 AM

“

Janet, You and your family have been a part of mom's life for many years. She loved all of
you. Doris Braaten Porter
Doris Braaten Porter - August 15, 2018 at 01:56 PM

“

Braaten Family sorry for your loss, Mary had a great sense of humor and I sure will
miss her talking about the good old days. She will be very missed.

Bruce Krzoska - August 14, 2018 at 09:52 PM

“

Thank you, Bruce! Mary thought highly of you!
Susie Braaten - August 14, 2018 at 09:35 PM

“

God’s hugs to your hearts. What a wonderful, beautiful, funny, and kind lady she
was. More hugs~
Jean and Jim Wood

Jean Wood - August 14, 2018 at 09:06 PM

“

“

Thank you for thinking of us, Jim and Jeannie!
Susie Braaten - August 14, 2018 at 09:33 PM

Mary Braaten was one of my favorite people. She was as smart as she was kind.
She taught our family how to clean blueberries using the "rolling on a terry towel
method." We think of her every blueberry season. She was a wonderful woman. We
all are better for having known her. Our sympathy to Mary's family who were so
fortunate to have her.

Kathy and Jim West - August 14, 2018 at 09:05 PM

“

Thank you, Kathy and Jim for sharing such a sweet memory of Mary! We’ve talked a lot
lately about her love of blueberry picking...and some of us that weren’t quite as fond of it!
Susie Braaten - August 14, 2018 at 09:42 PM

“

Mary + Jim Bigler lit a candle in memory of Marria "Mary" Braaten

Mary + Jim Bigler - August 14, 2018 at 07:51 PM

“

Thank you, Jim and Mary!
Susie Braaten - August 14, 2018 at 09:43 PM

“

Our Deepest Sympathy to Mary's Family

Barb ness - August 14, 2018 at 05:29 PM

“

“

Thank you for keeping us in your thoughts, Barb and Kenny!
Susie Braaten - August 14, 2018 at 09:44 PM

Sweet Mary was an Earth Angel and now she’s a Heavenly Angel. I always knew her
as Aunt Mary, it wasn’t until I was older that I found out she wasn’t my auntie. Didn’t
matter, she loved us all. My last visit with her was a few years ago. She was still
home, in her boots in the garden while fresh laundry flapped in the breeze. She had
to have us in for a cold drink.
My thoughts and prayers are with all of you as you celebrate her life. Cherish your
memories and know that the faithful woman that she was has left an imprint on many
lives.
We were all so lucky to have her.

Carolyn Napper Doak - August 14, 2018 at 04:18 PM

“
“

“

She knew me as Sissy Napper
Carolyn Napper Doak - August 14, 2018 at 04:19 PM

Thank you, Sis! Mary’s Garden was her happy place! Thank you for sharing!
Susie Braaten - August 14, 2018 at 09:48 PM

Sadness...our sympathy to the Braaten family..Mary was such a sweet lady...loved
quilting with her at the church..rest in peace dearest Mary..

Robbie - August 13, 2018 at 07:10 PM

“

“

Thank you for your kind words, Robbie!
Susie Braaten - August 14, 2018 at 09:52 PM

I am very sorry for your loss. Kathy Thureen

Kathy Thureen - August 13, 2018 at 04:51 PM

“
“
“

Thank you, Kathy, for thinking of our family!
Susie Braaten - August 14, 2018 at 09:53 PM

So very sorry for your loss. Mary was a wonderful lady!
Linda Carlson - August 15, 2018 at 01:26 PM

Thank you for thinking of us, Linda!
Susie Braaten - August 16, 2018 at 07:56 AM

