Orin Lee Simon
June 26, 1940 - September 23, 2020

It is with mixed emotions of sadness and joy that we announce the commendation of the
spirit of Orin Lee Simon unto the Lord, as he takes his place with the heavenly angels.
Born June 26, 1940 in Ashland, Wisconsin to Joseph N. Simon and Angeline C. (Payette)
Simon. Since his 80th birthday, Orin has given it his all with his family constantly by his
side, but in spite of the superb work of the medical teams, life was not to be. His earthly
journey ended September 23, 2020.
He is preceded in death by his parents and his sister, Janet. He is survived by his brother,
Vern (Mavis); his wife of 57 years, Bethany (Bette Miller) Simon, three children, David
(Lisa) Simon, Jeanne (Steve) Bolstad, and Joel Simon; five nieces, Mary (Eric), Kathy,
Susan, Sharon (Gene) and Patty (Ken); seven grandchildren, Andrea (Jake), Keith, Cody,
Joshua, Claire (Zachary), Alexander and Zachariah; and three great grandchildren,
William, Annalynn and Noelle.
He developed a strong work ethic being raised on a dairy farm in Saxon, Wisconsin; and
developed a love of sports playing basketball at Saxon High School. He entered basic
training at Ft. Leonard Wood for the Army National Guard right out of high school and
spent a year on active duty at Ft. Lewis, Washington. After being honorably discharged
from serving his country, he got his bachelor’s degree from Wisconsin State at Superior
and his master’s degree from Bemidji State University. He said he had the “best job in the
whole school district” and had numerous “favorite students” while teaching high school
math (mostly geometry and trigonometry) for 33 years at Falls High School; and as a
substitute teacher (known as “The Candy Man”) for many more years.
For 40+ years, he was the voice of Bronco basketball, wrestling and several other sports
as the public address announcer. He was especially proud to have been the announcer for
the first girls’ basketball game.
Orin was an active member of St. Thomas Catholic Church and was a 4th Degree
member of the Knights of Columbus. He served as a Grand Knight, a District Deputy of
the international district, and as a Faithful Navigator; and he was elected to the Minnesota

Knights of Columbus Hall of Fame in 2006.
A passionate advocate for the unborn, Orin expressed his love for life by helping to start
the Northern Life Care Center (Northern Options for Women) and proudly serving on the
board of directors for many years.
He was a member of the local garden club; and around town he was also known as “The
Tomato Man” for giving away the extra tomato plants he started every year for his
marvelous gardens. He was very clear that he was not a “master gardener”, but referred
to himself as a “pretty good gardener”.
He enjoyed camping, fishing, hunting, and making maple syrup (at Beaver Brook Hunting
Lodge) with family and friends.
Please remember Orin with a gift to your favorite charity or to one of his favorite charities
mentioned above.
A private funeral will be held. A livestream of the funeral will be made available via the
Green-Larsen Mortuary facebook site on Friday, Oct. 2, 2020 at 11 a.m.
Interment will be at Forest Hill Cemetery.

Cemetery
Forest Hill Cemetery
Memorial Drive
International Falls, MN, 56649

Comments

“

So sorry to learn of Mr. Simon’s passing. He was a great teacher and awesome
announcer at all of my high school volleyball games. I don’t think I ever saw him in a
bad mood Kay Wento

Kay Wento - October 08, 2020 at 08:07 AM

“

When heavy heart and tears, I’ve lost my favorite teacher, next door neighbor, and a
dear friend ( one of my heroes). God has a great angel! My parents adored him and
Bette!
Rest In Peace.

Gary Marsh - October 02, 2020 at 12:38 PM

“

Kathy And Ralph lit a candle in memory of Orin Lee Simon

Kathy and Ralph - October 02, 2020 at 11:47 AM

“

Rose Remembrance was purchased for the family of Orin Lee Simon.

October 01, 2020 at 03:50 PM

“

My sympathies to Orin Simon’s family. The Northland has lost another faithful soul.

Donna Frederickson - September 30, 2020 at 09:05 PM

“

Small Garden Dish was purchased for the family of Orin Lee Simon.

September 30, 2020 at 09:40 AM

“

Orin Simon was a wonderful math teacher, and a caring teacher and great man. I
remember how he advocated for life. He was a rigorous and inspiring teacher. I
enjoyed seeing him and talking to him again recently in town. My condolences and
prayers to the entire family. -Todd Ojala

Todd Ojala - September 29, 2020 at 09:52 AM

“

Bette and the entire Simon Family,
Prayers and sympathy to all of you on the loss of Orin. Like so many others, I also
had Mr. Simon as a geometry teacher. Mr. Simon never seemed to age and you
could always recognize him. He will be missed in so many ways. Always keep your
memories in your hearts!

Mickey Ericson Cychosz - September 28, 2020 at 09:53 PM

“

Lynn & Ravi Bhullar purchased the Basket Full of Wishes for the family of Orin Lee
Simon.

Lynn & Ravi Bhullar - September 28, 2020 at 07:56 PM

“

Mr. Simon was a great teacher who addressed his craft with passion and had the
wisdom to realize we all learn math differently. I became an engineer and believe he
provide much of the mathematical foundation for that choice.
Thank you Mr. Simon

Rob Strain - September 28, 2020 at 06:17 PM

“

I have fond memories of Mr. Simon driving us on Wednesdays from the Elementary
school to St. Thomas Aquinas in the grey school bus. I never forgot his smile!!!

Ashley - September 28, 2020 at 03:24 PM

“

I am sad for your loss David, your dad always recognized me when I told him I
worked with you. He would tell me he just loved my youngest sister Danita!

Angela Kirk Smart - September 28, 2020 at 02:59 PM

“

Tammy Gradine sent a virtual gift in memory of Orin Lee Simon

Tammy Gradine - September 28, 2020 at 10:30 AM

“

I had Mr. Simon for Math in both the 11th and 12th grade. This was twenty-four years ago
now. I really struggled with Math and I think I passed because he could see I was really
trying. My friend Rachel and I would go to his classroom at times during Choir to get some
extra help. He always took the time, appreciated that. I was looking at my high school
annual last week and found one of those hall passes he wrote for us to go back to class.
He wrote Hardees on it! What a sense of humor. I can also see by looking at all these
comments on Mr. Simons tribute wall that he really made a difference in a lot of our lives.
He is missed already.
Tammy - September 28, 2020 at 10:42 AM

“

Linda Nash lit a candle in memory of Orin Lee Simon

Linda Nash - September 28, 2020 at 12:14 AM

“

Of all the teachers I had at Falls High, Mr. Simon was my favorite of all. His passion
for teaching his students shone brightly each and every day. My thoughts and
prayers are with Bette and the entire Simon family. Mr. Simon will forever be missed
and all of my memories with him will be forever cherished.

Becky Dimler - September 27, 2020 at 11:06 PM

“

Nancy Blais Hunter lit a candle in memory of Orin Lee Simon

Nancy Blais Hunter - September 27, 2020 at 06:27 PM

“

I remember Mr. Simon so well, as one of my teachers that had the great patience
while I struggled with my least favorite subject. He will definitely be missed. Many
hugs to his family during this difficult time

Jessica Kadrie Werner - September 27, 2020 at 08:56 AM

“

One of the best people I have known.
My prayers and sympathy to the family.

Rick McBride - September 26, 2020 at 04:51 PM

“

Julie Noggle- Hanson lit a candle in memory of Orin Lee Simon

Julie Noggle- Hanson - September 26, 2020 at 02:41 PM

“

I worked with Mr. Simon at FHS for many years. He will be remembered as a
teacher, a wonderful gardener and a spiritual man. Rest in peace Mr. Simon you will
be remember and missed by many.

Thomas and Pamela Urban - September 26, 2020 at 11:03 AM

“

First of my deepest sympathy to the family. I remember my 10 grade class and his
positive spirit and "warm fuzzies" . As an adult ,his involvement in the k of c and
mentorship for years

Ron Murray - September 26, 2020 at 10:44 AM

“

My deepest sympathy and heartfelt prayers to the Simon family. An iconic teacher for
Int'l Falls will be missed. Many of us would cringe today at the thought of having to
go to the board to solve a problem in front of everyone. Mr Simon united us in his
classroom and pulled the strengths from us and how to work with each other in a
careing way. I remember him always wintering his geraniums in the window of his
class room. I also can hear his voice announcing basketball games and was the MC
for prom. Memorably being the 'last but not least' couple one year. May you hold your
memories close to your hearts. Sincerely - Toni Ketola Norris

Toni,Ketola Norris - September 26, 2020 at 10:12 AM

“

Richard Madsen lit a candle in memory of Orin Lee Simon

Richard Madsen - September 26, 2020 at 10:00 AM

“

Betty and family Richard and I share in your sorrow in the passing of Orin. We
always enjoyed our visits with Orin. He will be missed. Our thoughts and prayers are
with you and your family.
Richard and June

Richard Madsen - September 26, 2020 at 09:53 AM

“

Love that man! Had a huge heart and always willing to share it. He will be greatly
missed in this community.

David Sceeles - September 26, 2020 at 09:29 AM

“

Such a kind, compassionate, gentle soul. Rest in peace, Orin. Your smile will be
remembered as a bright spot in our lives.

Nancy and Chopper McBride - September 25, 2020 at 11:34 PM

“

Dave, Lisa and family- your dad had a great heart and a gift for teaching. My Zach
and your Zach shared good times together with Orin tapping maple trees. He always
had a smile on his face and a twinkle in his eyes! May he Rest In Peace. Your all in
my thoughts and prayers.

Karrene Heppner - September 25, 2020 at 07:11 PM

“

Thank you so much Karrene.
Lisa - September 25, 2020 at 08:00 PM

“

I had him in school for homeroom and he would always laugh and say are you going
for your 2 o’clock walk And he always had to give me a hug and he remembered who
I was through the years I would see him at the grocery store and he would say I have
to give You a hug today so sorry for the family such a wonderful man

Donna - September 25, 2020 at 04:53 PM

“

Mr. Simon was an awesome teacher, neighbor, and friend to everyone...I will
certainly muss him!! My prayers to the family

Dawn Conlin(St Peter) - September 25, 2020 at 03:49 PM

“

Kathy Amiot lit a candle in memory of Orin Lee Simon

Kathy Amiot - September 25, 2020 at 02:31 PM

“

Me Simon was one of my favorite teacher’s. Always so kind & caring. I had the
pleasure of being a friend & classmate of his daughter Jeanne, she was one of a
kind & obviously learned from the best! We are thinking of you and your family, and
keeping you in our thoughts and prayers.

Deb Kirk - September 25, 2020 at 02:21 PM

“

Many, many great memories of Mr. Simon. A+ teacher!

Mary Maki-Sapp - September 25, 2020 at 12:39 PM

“

Mr. Simon was an excellent teacher and role model for many students. He will be
missed by all who knew him!

Laurie Lightfoot - September 25, 2020 at 11:22 AM

“

Excellent teacher, fellow gardener, devoted husband, supporter of life and faith. He
will be remembered and missed. A fine gentleman. Bonnie Erickson

Bonnie Erickson - September 25, 2020 at 08:55 AM

“

When people ask me if I had a teacher who made a difference in my life, the name I
give them is always "Mr. Simon." A kind word, a friendly smile, a warm fuzzy and a
fierce hug, or a jolly rancher...he always had a way to brighten your day. He taught
me so much more than math, he was loved by so many and will be missed. I'm so
sorry to hear that he passed, I want his family to know that the love and kindness he
shared with us all will continue on as we show that love and kindness to others in our
lives.

Shannon Hendrick - September 25, 2020 at 08:11 AM

“

Orin spent many, many lunch hours with me because I just couldn't understand trig.
Finally one day I looked up from my work and said "I get it". He threw his hands in
the air and said "Halleluiah". He always remembered my name and our lunches
together over trig and he always had time to chat for a minute. What a kind and
compassionate man. The world will be a poorer place for his passing, but heaven will
be blessed by this man.
Debbie Jameson Hill

Debbie Jameson Hill - September 25, 2020 at 04:45 AM

“

His smile was sunshine, his kindness was a virtual hug, and his mercy on my lack of
math skills was limitless. Yours was a life well lived, dear Orin. Go with God.

Madonna Goerts LeBlanc - September 24, 2020 at 11:45 PM

“

Ed And Del Bernath lit a candle in memory of Orin Lee Simon

Ed and Del Bernath - September 24, 2020 at 11:05 PM

“

Kathy Ellsworth lit a candle in memory of Orin Lee Simon

Kathy Ellsworth - September 24, 2020 at 10:22 PM

“

My deepest condolences to the entire Simon family. I met him back in the "good old
days" when he taught at district 361. He was a great man and when I saw him, he
was always upbeat and from time to time, we would engage in some intellectual
discussions. May God hold you, his family and good friends, especially near at this
time.

DeMaris S Glover-Olson - September 24, 2020 at 10:09 PM

“

Orin was my 'Pop' here in town...I avoided him when I wasn't proud of myself, which
happens, but I relied on him when I needed a pop. He always welcomed me with open
arms. Truly a man with a huge heart. Bless his soul.
David Sceeles - September 25, 2020 at 08:12 AM

“

Franny Davidson Burgess lit a candle in memory of Orin Lee Simon

Franny Davidson Burgess - September 24, 2020 at 10:01 PM

“

Our condolences to the Simon family. Si was a great math teacher, a master
gardener, a true outdoorsman, and a wonderful companion during the maple syrup
seasons at the shack Rest in peace my friend. Chris and Maggie Kuffenkam

Chris Kuffenkam - September 24, 2020 at 09:43 PM

“

Linda Bahr sent a virtual gift in memory of Orin Lee Simon

linda bahr - September 24, 2020 at 08:17 PM

“

Sorry to hear of his passing. A much beloved teacher. Thoughts are with his family
and friends.

Kelly Berlin - September 24, 2020 at 07:11 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear of Mr. Simon's passing. He was a good friend to my grandpa,
Don Anderson, as well as a fellow gardener and good neighbor to him as well. He
was my teacher during several high school years and after the passing of my
grandpa during my junior year of high school, he made a point to stop and check on
me to see how I was doing. He was always a caring and compassionate man and
because of his kindness to me I always had a soft spot for him.
I send my sincere condolences to his family and loved ones. He will be greatly
missed!

Nikki Skifstad - September 24, 2020 at 07:11 PM

“

Mr Simons family your all in my thoughts and prayers. He was a great man and great
teacher had him for math

Tammy Johns - September 24, 2020 at 06:52 PM

“

Bestie...our hearts are heavy

Jean - September 24, 2020 at 04:30 PM

“

My condolences to Orin’s family. Always a gentleman. Great teacher and all around
good person. Rest Peacefully Mr. Simon.

carolyn napper doak - September 24, 2020 at 04:22 PM

“

Jan Budris lit a candle in memory of Orin Lee Simon

Jan Budris - September 24, 2020 at 04:16 PM

“

My deepest sympathy to the Simon Family, especially to my dearest friend Joel. I will
always remember the kindness he showed to everyone. From the time he taught trig
and calc at Falls High to the many times we had coffee and shared talk in his kitchen.
His smile and generosity were a gift to anyone who met him. My wife, Ling, who only
met him twice, asked me to give her condolences to the Simon family. His devotion
to his faith in our Lord shined through all he did. He was so proud of his family that
he raised through his love and faith. I am so grateful that he said the Rosary at my
parents and grandparents funerals, all out of love. Thank you Orin. To the Simon
family-you are all so blessed to have the father you did. may his memories live
through all of you forever. God Bless.

Michael Kaminski - September 24, 2020 at 04:01 PM

“

So sorry to hear that. He made math awesome when I was in school. I have also
worked with them in volunteer activities. So sad your family must face this loss.

Karen Bruyere - September 24, 2020 at 03:58 PM

“

Michael Kaminski and Ling purchased the Divine Peace Bouquet for the family of
Orin Lee Simon.

Michael Kaminski and Ling - September 24, 2020 at 03:47 PM

“

My condolences to the Simon family. He was one of my favorite people in the world. I
have nothing but wonderful fun memories of him. He always had a smile and a hug.
Rest In Peace my friend.

Joanne Manka McKee - September 24, 2020 at 03:45 PM

“

Mr. Simon was a wonderful teacher. My condolences to his family & loved ones.

Natalie Lamon - September 24, 2020 at 03:44 PM

“

Gleorra Palm lit a candle in memory of Orin Lee Simon

Gleorra Palm - September 24, 2020 at 03:23 PM

“

One of my favorite teachers!
" God gave us memories so thst we might have roses in December."

kathie Koranda Nesland - September 24, 2020 at 03:16 PM

“

Orin was a huge influence in my life as a teacher, friend and mentor. He touched
Many lives and will be greatly missed. We will keep your family in our prayers and
THANK YOU for everything you have done Mr Simon

Thomas W Hardy - September 24, 2020 at 03:15 PM

“

Ginger Romosz lit a candle in memory of Orin Lee Simon

Ginger Romosz - September 24, 2020 at 03:05 PM

“

Orin will be missed in our community. Always there to help with whatever needs to get
done. God Bless you Orin!
Ginger - September 24, 2020 at 03:07 PM

“

Rick And Pat DeBenedet sent a virtual gift in memory of Orin Lee Simon

Rick and Pat DeBenedet - September 24, 2020 at 03:03 PM

