Walter Gordon Ettestad
December 17, 1932 - November 2, 2019

Walter Gordon Ettestad of International Falls
Gordy was born on December 17, 1932, and lived until November 2, 2019.
He was one of eleven children of Anna and Henry Ettestad of Wildwood, Minnesota. He
went to school in Northome and graduated on June 1, 1951.
He was active in high school sports, plays and Future Farmers of America.
He began working for Mando Paper Company following high school graduation.
He reported to work at Camp 29, and did line survey work, built roads, bridges, camps,
and served as a rescue crewmember.
In February 1953, he was drafted and served in the Army. He was stationed in Europe and
worked as a mechanic in support of troops along the Russian border. Upon discharge in
March 1955, he returned to work at Mando on the survey crew. His career included
working as an internal auditor for Mando, establishing the accounting department for
Insulite, being the corporate controller for the Woodlands division, and later becoming the
Woodlands Division Administrative Manager. He retired from Boise Cascade after 44
years of service in December 1994.
He married his high school sweetheart, Patricia Olmschenk, on September 3, 1955 and
they welcomed three children Bryan of Eden Prairie, Lynn of Hugo, and Brad of
International Falls.
Gordy built the houses his family lived in during his “spare time” and also built a beautiful
cabin for all to enjoy on Grindstone Island on Rainy Lake. He and Pat traveled to all fifty
states, much of Canada, some of Europe and the Panama Canal. He taught his children
to work hard, play hard, love with all your heart, forgive, fish and enjoy the great outdoors.

Gordy enjoyed hunting, fishing, and wood-working. He loved spending time with his family
and friends. While all of his nieces and nephews are loved, he had a special bond with
Knute and Shirley’s children and loved them as if they were his own.
He was active at First Lutheran Church and a member of the Finance, Stewardship,
Endowment and Building and Grounds committees. He was instrumental in developing the
endowment fund. He was also instrumental in saving Backus as a community resource
and an active supporter of Backus Community Center. He gave the school board the
dollar that was required for its purchase. He understood that communities are stronger
when they have a place to listen to music, see a play, share talents and enjoy life. He was
the past president of the Falls Curling Club, Koochiching County Men’s Garden club, was
supportive of the Boy Scouts of America.
He was preceded in death by his parents, Henry and Anna, brothers Archie, Knute,
Myron, Milton and Howard, sisters Velma, Lila, and Eunice.
He is survived by his wife Pat, son Bryan (Peggy), daughter Lynn and son Brad, as well as
grandchildren, Amy (Jay), Adam (Tara), Anne, and David and great grandchildren Henry,
Rose, Tessa Unitedt and Anders Ettestad. He is also survived by his brother Vincent (Pat)
Ettestad of Two Harbors, his sister Rosalind (Alan) Nesset of Blackduck and his sister-in
law Shirley (Knute) Ettestad of International Falls.
His service is planned for Thursday, November 7, 2019 at First Lutheran Church, 123
Wayside Lane, International Falls at 1:00 pm.
The inurnment will be at the Mizpah Cemetery on Friday, November 8, 2019 at 10:30 am.
Memorials are preferred to First Lutheran Church of International Falls or Backus
Community Center of International Falls or Rainy Lake Medical Center’s Infusion Center
and Fairview Hospice of International Falls.
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Comments

“

Lynn and family,
Sincere condolences in the loss of your dad. It is always so hard to lose a parent.
Cherish your many happy memories of a life well lived. May you find comfort in the
days ahead knowing that he is now at peace and in the loving everlasting arms of his
Lord and Savior.
With Deepest Sympathy,
Candy Wenberg Haugtvedt

Candy Haugtvedt - November 18, 2019 at 05:03 PM

“

Pat, Brad and family. Thinking of you. I know Gordy will be missed so much by all.
He’s with the other good ones now. I believe everyone will meet again. My
condolences.

Mike Kochaniuk - November 08, 2019 at 01:19 AM

“

Dear Pat and family, I was so surprised to see this. M heart goes out to you all. I
know the pain of losing a parent. I have fond memories of you all and Gordie. Hugs!
Nancy Peterson

Nancy Peterson - November 07, 2019 at 06:26 PM

“

Dear Pat and Family, Our deepest sympathy goes out to you in your loss. There are
just not enough words to express what a loving and giving guy that will be missed
very, very much. May God Grant you Strength, Courage, Love and Faith to sustain
you in the days to come. And may you cherish all the good memories that you have
with Gordy.
Tom and Orva Voth

Orva Voth - November 06, 2019 at 04:18 PM

“

Large Basket Garden was purchased for the family of Walter Gordon Ettestad.

November 06, 2019 at 11:06 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Walter Gordon
Ettestad.

November 06, 2019 at 09:38 AM

“

The Sexter family. purchased the Strength & Solace Spray for the family of Walter
Gordon Ettestad.

The Sexter family. - November 05, 2019 at 05:57 PM

“

Todd, Shannon,Sahvanna and Tyler Ettestad purchased the Days of Sunshine
Bouquet for the family of Walter Gordon Ettestad.

Todd, Shannon,Sahvanna and Tyler Ettestad - November 05, 2019 at 04:48 PM

“

Pat and family,
So sorry to hear about Gordy's passing. My condolences and sympathy to all of you.
Hold your memories in your hearts.

Laurie Lightfoot - November 05, 2019 at 01:34 PM

“

Pat and Family, My sincere condolences. What a fine man who truly fought the good
fight. He was truly a gentleman who gave so
Much. Bonnie Erickson

bonnie erickson - November 05, 2019 at 12:29 PM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Walter Gordon Ettestad.

November 05, 2019 at 11:55 AM

“

Dearest Pat and family,
I am so very sorry for your loss. Gordy played such an important part in so many
people's lives. He will be missed. God bless!

Chrisanne Polus - November 05, 2019 at 11:02 AM

“

Goodbye to our dear old friend and neighbor. Gordy's obituary clearly describes who
he was. He was a very talented man who was generous with his time and his
kindness to others. Gordy will be missed by so many. Our sympathy and love to Pat,
Bryan, Lynn and Brad, and to all of his family and many friends.

Jim Kathy West - November 05, 2019 at 10:51 AM

“

Linda And Jim Parson lit a candle in memory of Walter Gordon Ettestad

Linda and Jim Parson - November 04, 2019 at 10:58 PM

“

Pat and family, Sending thoughts, prayers and sympathy. So sorry for your loss,will miss
seeing him at the lake. Linda and Jim
Linda and Jim Parson - November 04, 2019 at 11:01 PM

“

We’ll miss Gordy so much. What a kind, caring, wonderful friend to our family, going
back more than 50 years. Our love to Pat, Brian, Lynn, Brad and their families.

Nicole Colson - November 04, 2019 at 10:51 PM

“

I am so sorry to read of Gordy 's death! My heart hurts for all of you . The friendship
you shared with mom and dad was treasured!
"God gave us memories so that we might have roses in December."

Kathie Koranda Nesland - November 04, 2019 at 10:51 PM

“

Pat and Brad—Gordy was such an asset to First Lutheran and to this community on
many levels. It was a pleasure to know him. He will be missed by many. My
condolences, Rachel Amdahl

Rachel Amdahl - November 04, 2019 at 10:37 PM

“

Gordy and Pat are great neighbors at the lake. I have enjoyed Gordys friendship
since we both built our cabins on Grindstone at the same time. Gordy will always be
in my thoughts especially when I am at the lake. George Schlieff

george schlieff - November 04, 2019 at 09:03 PM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Walter Gordon Ettestad.

November 04, 2019 at 07:52 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Walter Gordon Ettestad.

November 04, 2019 at 06:24 PM

“

Pat, Brad, Lynn, and family, Hold and cherish your memories. We will greatly miss
Gordy as our lake neighbor.
Sara Kennedy and the Schlieff Family

Sara Kennedy - November 04, 2019 at 06:22 PM

